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3w Wihen I arrived at New York, it was
small compared  with what it 1s now, but
there Were a great many people there then.

New York -—as first settled by Dutchmen
- people who came from Holland in Europe.
These Dutchmen were keen business men,
with an eye to discern the great advan-
tagee of the site for the foundation
of a mercantile city. It possesses a
harbour sufficiently commodious to meet
any »0os8sible demands of trads. The
city lies bvetween tvo broad rivers. One
of thece rivers, the Hudson, gives ready
access to the ocean, whlle the other,
the East River, is navigable (that is
vessels can sail upon it) one hundred
and fifty miles into the interior. New
York, then, you will remember, 1s situated
on an island which bears the same name:
1t ppossesses a large nuabsr of tagnilicont Lullif-
-:ngs, many being bullt cntirely of white
marble; the City Hall 1s prominent among
these. It has many charit® le institutions,
and some very fine churches and chapcls and
colleges. The hotels arc very larze handsome
buildings. Broadway 1s thc namec of one of the
principal strects; 1t 1s cighty fect widec and
upwards of three miles long. Thc harbour of
New York is a largc bay, 25 miles round, having
scveral small islands ncar thc city, on cach
of which forts arc ercctcd,

"Peter P arley's Talecs fgggt Amcrica"




I may as wcll as my T 0 BIte ' Vortn on the subjcet of "Last Year at .
Mariecnbad". I note it her: bocauys:c I've -just rcad the book too,

I sez the film a8 2 fantasy: whose modium 13 aogtry ~ but not simple'
rhymc, but in frcs versc. The film ther-fors ghouldn't bc judged as a rcal-
istic story pr--reossing from A o B, it must bs vioircd as 2 noctic vislon

bn 2 themc. This theme ie simnplr:! the momorice and mcntal fantasifs of
tvo neconle vho arc in somc way Lnvolved. Th~ scence ar: sometimes 'bres-
ent'", sometimec possible pasts or werhaps potential futures: an acqualnt-

ance with the sf concent of branzhnes of time comes in here. The translat-
fon cf th=ce eranes into visuval mzges 1s beautifullv rendered and the eye
is treated to a sumptuous feast in sharoscuro, ornament, perspective and
other cinematogranhic noveltles. Aurally the ear 1s glven unusual materi-
al: the strange atonic organ music which investe so many secguences adds to
a vague unease or uncertalnty, para-leling the uncertainty of the protag-
onists, to which the frecuent misma ching of tne qouna with the vision adbs.
#hy, even the title is ambivalent: ocmeﬁ.nes anonearing as"in" sometimes §
Marienbad. And of course 1t may not ~2ave been last year at all, or even
Marienbad... As entertzinment 1t geve tae a faint »>re-echo of the snrt f
of thing I imagined the tourists of *he future were discussing in C'Don-
rell's Vintage deason, if you know wrat I mean.

One other book read recently Z'4 just 1like to mention - for this
reason: one never tnows what lurks teaind some dull or obscure title. Cur-
zon's Visits to the Monasteries of ths Levant" (1340) wouldn't have offersd
me any inducement to open 1its pages, sxcept tnat a number of dealers adv-
ertise for 1it. I cug out my cosy and Leafling 1t through sai the rest of thre
title might have read ".. in search of anciert manuscripts". The writer wih
excellent foreslicnt, travelling throueh the “Qy7timq aeserts, Palestine, &
Macedonia & Altania (2ll »art of Turkisn Emoire then)visited the remote
rwanasteries, asking to see thelr 1.oraries. Mostly they were unused & un-

touched for centuries, & many extraordinarily valuablz mss. fell into hi-
hands often just for the asking. Byzantinc, Coptic &c. gorgeously illumin-
ated, anclent bindinge in eilver & carvinges. Ez described the excitement
of the chase, as hc opsns books not uscd for ncrhaps 1000 years, And his
disappointment when somctimes the boo:iz have boen 80 little cared for that
they crumbled 1like blSCULtq in ris hand<~ or th. monks had used them for
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sure I remember reading somewhere (not in the book itself?] that
he'd changed his views on thig form of cduc~tion,

PHENOTYFE (Ency) Would you carc to cxpand your bricf mention under

Vagary, of toxins and biotoxins. Frifistance what's a bilotoxin to
start with - a Germ? Apsrt from a deccorative decmonstration of pour
rangc of tints, what docs your cover intend to show? Actually it
reminds me vividl y of 2 1llustration in a " medleal' book I looked

at recently. |y
I would like to sec " Ah Swest Idiocy" 1n OMPA" (Fancy asking)lZl

QUARTERINGS (Fitch) Thc story by Larry licCombs is good writing: an on

s theme wo cannot hely responding to. It is an idealigzation, a wish
fulfllment type tale, 2 golden dr-ami: all that. And because it was,
one could sec exactly what was coming. But this didn't spdl the ple-
sure it gave. Dont know of any British town lald out on the bloek
plan; aroc therc any US citles not so? And I can't think of any road
nurborins =Ar-~ thon sbout 800. Ch, I expect therc are. I Just ean't
visualise a road continuousg and long cacug: Lo ecntoln 40,500 hsuscs.
Go ahead on the NAPA & ISPA articles, could be interesting. Let me
tell you that I jo ned (Ken Slater to> at thc same time) a British
Amsteur Prcss Assoclation once (1954-ish) but found they were pre-
occupicd with the mechanics 2f printing. There was n> page quota,

and few issued anything 2t 3ll. The 'mags' which d1d get mailed were
fiddling littlec things 3"x3" of 4 or 8pp of no interest, but full of
informatisn of type-face, paper substance etc., Our old frlend Graham
Stone of Australia 1s more r lesc of thig ilk., Oddly enough 1t wasg
in this circle that 1 first came acrosss Helen Wesson, who 41d aectually
write, Dick Eney knows her I think. I do a bit of business with the
Wirightwood Floral Co. of Texas (I think) Do you know them? I thst
erotons w erc what you found floating in your soup In fancy expenslve

restaurants.

FOCUS (Kearney) And yet another new title - and yct ansther to eome,
IT'm not surprised at 45/- for Miller., Even in England gho small~ed-

1

1tion "high=brow" Dbosk ls more expsnsive than the massgproduced pop-
ulax novel. Don't forget that English books ars absut the cheapest
(st¥11) in thc free world. (I say " free" beeausc Russian bosks are
the cheapest in the world - they know a go~d thing or two) Finlgan's
Wake (about 45/-?) 1s dearer than Farever Amber because fewer arc
printed, not nceecssariliy because it is high-brow, It is intercst-
ing to speculate on your (& ~thers' fascinatl-on with War films &
novels of vioslence &c, vith your anti-bomb obsessions. Plecase don't
make Focus (or whatcver its next metamorphosis is) a sort >f 1lit--
erary Reader's Digest -f reprints. Trist (Tryst?) Liked 1t but
frth~mcd it n~t - until I realisod that therec wae more on pp.7 & 8.




gstuff Sam Youd a major figure in the literary world?'?! Does he
mean John Wyndham? He's the nearest we've got. For the rest he's
86 wright about fan writing. Bobble Gray frinstance eould turn ou
any amount of catehy popular articles. (Magazines llke Everybody's
. Was would have lapped them up]l I bet Bruce Burn could be selling
fiction if he tried. I bet the thot's never occured to them. Some
of our fan humorists are undoubtedly the equal of many who see print
in book after book, (I'm thinking of those Who have One Idea and
flog 1t to death e.g. Searle. liuch as I like him, I think he's a one
ldea man.) Re Pop Tunes, that 19th.C comment wag well put. -How
often one finds onecelf "humming without musical emotion, whistling
for lack of thought, hating it even while oune hums it.," But surely
in our 20th.C. our mental freedom is that much less, with the aural
assault from so many more sources. My feeling s about pops are a
a bit ambivalent. On a cerebral level I think they are mogtly pure
manure ground out mechanically (i.e. scientifically assembling the
notes in such a way a2 to make them as relentlessly unforgettiable at
first Hear in~ ae nogsible), and commercially nushed, so that if they
. are by some chanee slightly forgetable, tas regular llstensr 40 these
programmes- Where they are heard gets no chance to forget. On the
other hand, emotionally, I feel the primal beael, & the natural straks
in some of these numbers., By " natural strain" I mean a eertaln turn
of melody which is a natural expresslon of voice in song. For exam-
ple: (a poor one) the first phrase of "Pell me 2 Story" is the echo
of a childish taunt., In "Diana" the upward and natural progress of
~the melody 18 a natural, and hard to reslst. Bongs built areund nat-
~ural musical progreesions have also a head start. By this I mean
tunce a la Three Blind Mice (simple l-note progression), In The Mood,
and Living Doll, open chords. These arc natural forms and are so
more assimilable, than songs witn irregular intervals like Dsep Purple,
Btardust, & Ball Hal. I don't think I've madw what I'm trying to say
very clear, but what I intend 1s that, d though pops almost always irk
‘me, sometlimes due to an intrinsic quallity in it, it strikes a respon-
sive note in me and it may cven compel respcet for its power to do this,
If Harry Warner was impresscd by the Cave sccne in Mysterinus Island,
he mist have migsed Journey to the Centre of the Earth, surely., All
this 6apped by a realy homey con.rep. What a 1 >t of re-unions. You
mentioncd many names I thot had left fandom: Lees Jacobs, James Kepw
ner, Mary D lbines. Stmo Dirct lsoul. N -

HUNGRY (Rispin) Boarding house lifc in London & the frequent changing
thereof, tho unscttling must be quite exciting in a way, meeting all
hese quaint characters, Everything sccms to bo takcn so casually.

- M"ze 4., bundles" was killing. = . ° S

ENVOY 9 (Cheslin) Pleasc cxcuse my not rcading "Hans" &t read so mueh

T 1ike "All Quiet on the W estern Fromt" I just couldn't face it. Pity
it was nearly the whole ishl I've becn looking for Eavey 5 everywherec,
When did &t appear?~ .« . L0 _ :

BE«x (W sl1s) (Why the point in the title?) Your run-down on USA uuiv-

érsity cducation is uscful ~ I wouldn't have known just where. to gO

for just this information. I'd like to add that in England (& probably

elsoewherc) place of degree after initials means a goad deal. MA(Oxon)

1s bettep than MA(LAiverpool), while ARIBA(Liverp o0o0l) 4s a good deal

bettor tien ARIBA(GQ@pridge). I resd ABNeill's book about 1938, I'm
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your girl frisnd's name?) may I just montizn  chat the verb"to
have"™  goes I havs, you have, he has - not "as!

SCOTITISHE (Lindcay) My but whi was ‘short thi ish, still wondcrful

"~ value for the money nonetheless. I'we written a screcd of stuff
on Ian Poters, d-nc on 2ndther paper, but I'm damned if I can
find it now. 4nd 2t this timc (November 27th)I haven't time to
start again, If I find it I'll appcnd it somocwherc. '

P ROSE OF KILIMaNJwRO (Lockc) Thic A4tom cover was a dead spit of what
Jimmy Ratigan uscd to do. Soxring sounds a wonderful hobby, but
I get chickcen over heighte. Do you know thc etrip "Tim Tyler's
Bxploite"? It's appe-ring in thc L iverpool Echo nightly, perhaps
it's in othor pap ers t22.  well about 3 Weck ;o he started a new
adventurc, with gliding =2s thc background. :

Fred Brown was just geiting intorcsting when he stopped. Couldn't
you twist hie ara any furthcr? Hadn't heard >f Pearson's Weekly. -
Fred's advige is a bit hard to .£follsow sometincs. Frinstance a 64.
gamblc at a market stz2ll 1s surcly better than standing there rcad-
shunktz ~f 4t, md in the ~nd pudtin~ 1t baek (incurrins Black Locks)

-~ Next timc,around you may bc charged l/-. 1t nappens. ‘

UL (Mctecal¥ ' I'll admit right away that I haven't a cluc why I szid
"Hitlor wss a p awn" Forget 1tV Gosh, you'rc certa2inly well read
"n Polar Explorati-n - and anc.Hist, too if 1t comes to that. Dave
Newman: *I-don't suppose foraminute that he still has thosc OMPa-
zines he went off with. At the samc time he also took away Liverpool
SF S~cicty's Minute Borkeg -~ a very sad 1logs. Last wc heard of him,

2 - 3 years 250, he was managing 2 radic shop in Bourncmouth, he'd
had an aceident, he'd had a ne vous breakdown. No morc,

AMBLE (Mercer) Intercsting to notc it took 10-12 hours to dupc these
16pp. i.c. © hr. p.p. average. Unless you d2 a great number »f cxtra
eopice this scome a 1ot., Cnmy flat-bed I d> an average of 3 pages
p.hr (62 copies). Conscriptisn a la Mercer, agree with you all the
way, cxcept that I think hard mil itary disclplinc is part of the
cxporicnce nocded. It's not nice, but it doce smooth down the rough
edges, & subduce wild Oncs, who arc uncongrollable unlese you've got
behind you the system, the immoveable impartial discipline of Jarmy.

MAINIAC (Main).all thosc acecnts, diacritical marks &c aND NO g sign!

su mcan you can rcad sub-titles, translatc the dlaloguc angd follow
the acti~n. I'w not all that slow, but it takes mc all my time to
road the sub-titlcs and scc what's ooing on, even then missing some-
thins n~w nd ~-ain, Co :

BIXEL (Rogore) Now here's a zinu. Herc IS a zlnc. wacrc @s 4 start?
Tendril Towcrs (t> start at the front) isn't ugly in nmy opiniosn. Of

_eourse I can only judge it from a marosn(?) & whitc sketch. It may
be painted lemon for 41 I know, but the stylc although unattached
to any traditional architectural 'order' is simple but ndot stark,
decoratived without being ornatec. I 1like it. DNext: One would think
you'd been editdng fanzines for years, to achleve this. I will be-
“1ieve you when you say it's your first but with surprise. Cleve
gy s: "We arc sbout due £or another broak through into something
new & exclting liks we had in early 40s," but I wish I could see
irdications. I see no signs. In 1938/9 one could feel the &iffcrence
in the new ASF & the other new SF mags appearing. Harry warner
(Junior? I thot he was a orfling)'s column is full >f commentable
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Cornish spcaker dicd about 80 ycars ag2. The languagc is now extinet,
Wwhich 1s 2 Pity ~ I think., I was surpriscd to lcarn recently, that

in Wales therc arc 20,000 whoge only languagc is Welsh. Radi»o, comm-
unlcatisns & the depdpulatisn -f rural arcas hav: seen the end of many
rural traditions, foll-ways &c. Folk songs and dances, dylng at the
turn »f thc contury, werc rcscucd from >blivion by Cecil Sharp, ot al,
We should be the poorcr for not having availa le our past even 1f we
fall t5 make usc of it. Or do you subscribe to the Henry Ford dietum?

SHADOWFAX (Round) Morc meat (or blosd?) next timc?

OUTPOST (Huntcer) Thoroughly cnjoycd your wages of Foar type experlences,
and ANC's naval ~anceddte. More like this ish and you'll be glving us
Anferi-rity complices.(?) Is there a physical type »f Shetlander?

I should think it w-uld be prctty purs, with not very much populat-
1o5n flux. Liverpaol anthropologically is an awful mishmosh of Irish
& Welsh Celt, and Norsc. 5o black hair and 51d iv~ory gkins are rars,
The n~rm is pale dirty putty faces, with short rctroussc noses, and

BIG DEAlL (H2le) Your fricnd's argument for the cxistcnce of gaod arg
superficial as far as I can see. Take his (1( Everything is caused
by something, thercforc god must be the prime cause." This 1is supp-
osing the act of creatiosn »f coursc, but what creatcd thie "eod "
("god" is rcally too much a word with varying intcrpretations am
emdtisnal overtonés to be used for ratio-nal argument). I1f you say
.god was not created, but 1s ecternal, why canudot this eternal cond-
ition bec applied to the reality »>f thc universe & forget the unknown,
A Prime Cause is of course not needed in 2 condition of eternallty.
(2)a., "Human beings ean't concelve anything not previosusly exper-
ienced® b. "There must be a zod to be able to conceive one." This
ig very poor logic, or sophistry, rather. The ancicnt concelved v,
many ldcas of how the universe was constructcd of which they had no
positive experience. Fantasy 1s concelving the uncxperience. -and
80 on. How he has the facc to send out the 2nd statement beats me,

(3) Is Juet untrue. Many races, culturcs havé no 34, nd religion.

I haven't got the names of these at my finger-tips to reel off, so
You my o¢all me herc, if you like, but I bect I can find tham.

These argumcnts - both sildos - must be very 2ld. They must have

boen well thrashed sut in the last 2 millenia, but they arc gtlll &
always will bc ungcttled because one sidc will not accept the otherts
reasoningi In answer to your quory: the book-list was kindly duped
by Norman Shorrock »n his clectric Gestdnor, hence the perfcctinn,

It was als~ typed sn his typer (I ncodcd clitc). I wanted 250.cops.
which sn o flat-bed 4s not ay 423 >f fyn, - -

"ERG (Jeeves) Funny that this mlg should carrv Burns's & I
ounts to almost same places. Tho' Alan's was gigh-:hogigiggis;Zsagg

many waye morc to the polnt. 01d Bones.are dilicioue., Long time no

sec Kon McIntyre 11lo. He's wcoleome. Did most of the Cross—word

but bogged down on sbout 6 clues. Bbut don't make it any casier ,

after all . must have a target to aim for! 4nd I can't ekpect’ you

to compose one for the lowecst common denominator. -
JETSTREAM (Linwood). That's a pretty natty tint you use, whosc is 412

It was' a Job to bulld a pleturc o»f tha long conveyosr belt - what

about a dlagram, Skating lightly over your spclling (how do you spell
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/ and wot' a mailing!
GO TO HEL (Burzese) I was quitc cnjoying thiz ploasant commcnccment
to the bundlc whern I realiscd that inst-ad of being a travelogue
of a fantastic holiday to thesc out-of-thc-way »placcs, Lt was
only thc timc-table for one. You giv:c us tho routes, arrivals &
dcparturcs mcticulously, Brian, but how disapncinting to have so
littl~ morc. And aftcr sctting 1t up as a sort of target, you
saild almost nothing about Hecl itsclf. But 1'd certaibly like you
to have anothcr bash ~ what @ out Constantinople?

AauCuo—an_it (Anderson) norman ohorroek’s faaily eostalns 170 » Jondt
a Linde and an Alan. Like your outlook & look forward to morc.

DOLPHIN (Busby)I 1ike you smooth flowing stylc of writing, do you
com~osc on ctcneil, or rovisc? I thought Dennis wheatley's name
was a houschold word, cspceially on fans' 1lips. He's writtcn a
numbcr of prctty paecy Black Magic novcls, largc numbcr of thril-
lers/spy storics and somc historicals., Oa yes, and onc sf flop,
Not naving hcard of Harrison Alnsworth I can boetter understand,
for his vost output of historical novcls (c,1830-65) will prob-
ably go thc way of Walter Scott. Scvcral of thom arc stlll rcad
and arc availablc in the ehcap classices scrics: Lancashirc Witches
(I think his most populz ),01d St.Pauls (thc Gt.Plaguc,l666),Jack
Sheppard (a hangman), &c. Morc of "Homc Movics" pleasc.

ENVOY 89(Cheslin) Not vintzagc Cheslin, I'm afraid.

SALLYPORT 3 (Chcslin)Thcsc hand-painted covers arc 2 wcleome bright
rclicf to thec ¢yc, but what a timc it must takec, or do you havc an
army of aciistants? .oy 7 oyoo orun to -ic ~? It mnleo 1t o0
difficult for sicve-hoads 1like mc to identify (or Identify).

CEICKEN~WAGON (Dommon) Your Soul Scarching and Painful Honesgty ro.
the Monsa Tests struck a harmonic chord horc. I'm like that. I'm
working on a sot pub. by Penguln at thc momonty not choatoed yet!
The tale ~f the Littlc Boy of 8 & 11 & thc Glant was s dilly Dblt
of wotsit -~ how ecan you d> things 1likc thz b Ohl glor! and Gud!l

VIPER (Doneho)ihat™s 4F (bricfly)? An 21d atlas I have (1890) gives

Samoa as "U.8." diohoppen? "astounding Storics" how that logo
brings back mcmorics. This scrics is spceisllv useful to us Brit-
ish fans becausc after thce Lonsman-serial, wc had no more serlals
in the BRE until aftcr the war, maybce cven until it went digest,
latc 58s. (Oure was pulp size til then). Contrary t> your proph-
cey that thc Scot culturc and broguc will vanish, I think a pos-
itive attcmpt to preserve these should be made. Natlonallsm, is
81l very amusing somctimes (Home rule for thc Isle of Manl), but
1t is onl y sclf eonselnus natisnalistle groups who arc saving
~eertalin aspcects °f thelr culturcs from dying. Par example: Corn-
ish 48 not now spoken as & natural-born tonguc. The last natural
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says I went out and met "Molly, Mary etc." I hope they were nice,
but they have quite vanlshed from my memory. I do remember, though,
that on guard duty, it was a frequent occurrence for the 12-2 a.m.
shift to be Joired at the %ate by one or two of the girls of the town
who had not been "fixed up that night, anc¢ were making a last try
before giving un for the night. As may pe 1lmagined this was the tag
end of the trade, and was not particularly wholesome, even for free!

It seems that the i.P.s were being vary alert, as I note that I
wae stopped gever~l times, once vhen 1 was in Indian eclothes, and this
caused qulte a bit of oguestlioning. Twice I was ctopped without a
vagss, but apparently deswnite all the risks I took, sleeping out at
nights in various places (several times actually on the roadside,
vhere I could hear the M.P.s roaring by in their jeeps), I managed
to steer clsar of serious trouble.

The SDS vork lasted all of threec wecks when came what might be
called the Supreme loment in my army carcer, and in fact, the happiest
days in my 1life. I and another chap, George Cunningham, were chosen
for TDS duties (Train Despatch Service), between Singapore and Kuala
Lumpur. - The set-up was simple: the train for Singapore left Kuala
Lumpur at 8 in the evening and arrived 1n Singapore about 12 hours
later. Our job was to guard, pick up'and drop mall bags at a few
‘ intermediate stations during the
night, and delliver those for Sing-
apore. We were able to sleep most
of the nlght, as a board outslde
the carrlage window showed the walt~
ing Despatch men where we were and
roused us momentarily to sign, decl-
iver and receive our sacks. Private
compartments Were always rescrved
for us, and we wore given suppllies
for the night. A Smith & Wessnn was
also issuc us - but no ammo'!. On
arriving at our destination we hag
brecakfast, slept a few hours 1f neo-
assary, & the rest of the fays was
ours; and that night & the follawig
day. The following night agaln we
caught the 8 pm train in the other
dircection, following the same rout-
ine - two days off, then back agdn,
Absolutely no duties beyond this, A
wonderful state of affairs, whichas
far as I was concerned could contin
ue indefinitely. I help ed towards .
this by dcferring my release for a
year, ‘

3o there I was with a country

t: o e /ZH _at my feet. I folt more like a oiv-
o ~ THAN \\ i ilian than I had done for years.

L_ _ngggm,,,g oF THE z This was eating of the lotos, and I
N — ! Nokrn-bigst FRONTIER wanted it to go on and on
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I found thc costume most cool and comfortable. Attired thus, =
went to town freaqucntly, on the camp liberty wagon. I must have
cauged 3 few raised eye-brows in those days: whether I would do the
game now with so little carg I doubt. Anyway I'm glad I did.

On %rd, January, 1947, I started anotuer new "Jjob" - as pass-
enger in a Bignals Despatch Jeep. 1 was to watch the vehicle while
the driver did his errands. This was more in my line. I felt I
could stick this sort of work indefinitely, but it was not to be.
Only a few days later on, I and fourteen others were posted to Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya Command Signals Regiment. This wae the first time I
had been posted right out of the 19th Alr Formation Signals; before,
my postinge had always only been on detachment or on loan. But now,
this wag a blg break, and was good-~bye to all and any of my old mates
that were left after two years of being shuffled around -~ although
there were precious few of them now. But apart from this, I had

rown used to b¥Ban AFS-wallah, and had even a certain pride in my
'f1ash', In addition to this there were the occasional small "perks"
to be had in being sort of half Alr Foree: for instance we could take
our kit (when worny as boots) 1lnto Alr Force stores and get RAF kit in
exchange. Air Force boote were more civilized lookilng. The RAF also
isgued us with sheets. And so on... Unreasonable as 1t may seem 1n
the Army, one does grow some roots, and ppulllng them up is more or
legs upsetting.

lky new camp ir Kuala Lumpur was also under canvas, and I was
occupied in doing nothing very hard for the first week until I was
glven a proper job. This was shift work in the SDS (Signals Desp-
ateh Service) Office, and consisted of corting inter-service mail
and parcels for desp atch to various units up and down the countrys
simple and taxing neither mind nor body.

My memory quite falls me in many respects in trying to recall
the faces and places of this period. My diary records guite spec-
ifically whome I met and when. Gujarat Singh, a close friend of mine
(of no Tixed abode or occupation, he was typilcal of my friends then.)
introduced me to a glrl Mariam of Panjabl father and uwalay mother. I
can't remember for the 1ife of me who or what she was, Another entry
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an ear-gplitting crash, but their alm was for somcthing much more
subtle.

I lazecd and lazcd on the beach during the day, and at night
visited the night haunts = the Lucky wWorld (I think it was, there are
so many of these "Worlds" in the Straits, Hapoy World, New World,
Great forld ctc.) Amusement Park. Here it was an entertalnment 1n
itgself to wateh the people strolling by. There is a strong Duteh
element in Malaya and many other Europeans are to be found there, as
representatives of European and English firms, and owners and employ-
ees of rubber, pineaspnle and other plantations, tin mines etec. The
Chinese were in the majority of course, as always, and then there was
the sprinkling of real lalays, many Indian Tamils (plack and almost
Negroid from the south of India), Javanese and others from the Poly-
nesgian Islands. A colourful sight to see under the bright lights of
the Park, all leisure-bent.

1t wag a most enjoyable and relaxing holiday and too short., I-
was back in Eli: Camp Singapore on 2nd. November and spent the rest

of the year éas far ag I remember) clerking in the CompanX Office, typ-
ing Company Orders and doing my first duplicating. The slose super-

viagion of the Offisers was very irksome particularly lmmediately affer
the leave. Disgatisfacvtion was rife, and there wage so much grumbling,
that 1t received the attention of the local press, and one day there
same a reporter from the Morning Tribune, who interviewed a number of
men. This caused a bit of a stlr, and more when shortly after a
photo of a parade appeared on the front nage, and threec-guarters of @
page inside (tabloiad cize), (19th.Dec.1946 There was no obvious
result of all this, as despite the depressing adninistration and the
"pull", it was sretty much a storm in a teacup, and things went on in
muc the same way.

When I arrived back from leave, Michael Scott was nothere to be
found, and I had no news of him, until a few weeks later, when I found
him in camp on pass from a hospital, a few weeks later. He had had an
attack of yellow jaundice (from too much Chinese wine & chop suey?).
He had had a bad time of 1t, and was looking quite peecky when I saw
him. But by the end of the year he was as fit as ever, and we took up
1ife where we had lcoft off. '

It was about this time, that I decided to get an Indian outfit.
I had always admired those baggy white trousers called "salwar" which
the Mussalmans of the North-West wear; the further N.i. into Afghanis-
tan you go the baggler they get. I asked my friend, the regimental
dharzi (tailor) to make me a pair, and a kamiz, the long, loose shirt ‘
that is worn with it. The baginess and more or less graceful folds are
created by the size of the walst, which is drawn in on a tape as in pae-
Jamas, Mine have a waist of 115" with 15" bottoms. But there is a
good deal of varlation in fashion and locale in thcse measurements. In
Afghanistan, waists arc somctimes 150" or so, with perhaps 20" or 22"
bottoms, The geonoeral pattern ils something like this:
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I 18th. Octobcr I to°k 3 fortnight's leave - my first for two
years. The last I'd had was in October 1944 — embarkation leave, and
that had been cut short. I hadn't really bothered very much asbout
leave, as I had been quite enjoying myself vhere I was, but I thought
it was time for a break and I applied., Iy first enquirles were about
the possibilitles of taking leave right there in Singapore; staying at
a hotel, or some private place away from military surroundings, but it
geemed this was frowned upon — no knowing what sort of hotel the man
might be desirous of staying at' Only two alternatives were available
to us. There was & leave centre high up in the mountains in Central
lalaya called the Cameon Highlands, where the climate was supposed to
be so temperate as to be 1like "home', and where blankets and fires were
needed, and mosguito nets were not, This didn't suit me - I 1llked my
tropics hot. The other leave centre was in fenangi 8o there was in
fact no choice,
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Returning to Penang was like an old loved friend again. Why this
was so is difficult to say, as I made no great friends there. I was
more solitary there probably, than at any other time in the East, but
the ghecr_ineffable atmosphere of the island just pervaded my bones and
and 1ot B9 sink into it with a happy sigh,

It was an interludc of freedom and delight. The hostcl (Red
“rield ~ Balvation Army?, was right on the bosok, there were sofd boda,
f1lm shows, wireless(lg, and what I made most use of - biecyecles, for ’
hire. I took one out nearly every day, and onces went right round
the island., That road wag a tough grind uphill for about 8-10 miles,
to the summit, Dbut from there on therc was a glorious 20 odd miles of
free vhecling down and rocund, and through thc counbyside in an exhil-
iarating rush through jungles of palms, camphor-wood trees, bananasg,
and ravenala madagascariensis (travellers'! palm to you)ad 1little way-
side tcmples and shrince, Hindu and Chinese, and numcrous sleepy vil-
lageg. I visited a famous Chinese Temple and was shown round by one
of thc saffron-robed monks., He demonstrated a huge brass gong, about
4 fceot across and 2 fect deep, by giving it a little dab with a tinyg
padded hammer. He steod back listoening with an abstractcd look to
the effect of a far off hum it produced, I thought how typically
Chinese this was ~ the cnormous gong Wwas no doubt eapable of produeing
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